
Coppell High School Modified Block Bell Schedule - FAQ's 
 
 
1. Why are we changing to a new bell schedule? 

Coppell High School is transitioning to the Modified Block Bell Schedule for a variety of 
reasons that include: 1) Reducing Learner Anxiety/Stress by eliminating a schedule that 
requires for seven courses to meet everyday, 2) Reducing the amount of coursework 
each night for learners, 3) Opportunity for additional credit opportunities each scho ol 
year, 4) Opportunity for a bell schedule that allows for learning experiences to be seen 
through to completion during a class period, 5) Opportunity for tutorial time during the 
school day, 6) Opportunity to offer courses in a daily("Skinny") and "A/B" format to better 
meet learner needs 7) Opportunity for educators to provide additional assistance with in-
class time to address any issues/concerns of learners regarding their understanding and 
application of content/concepts 8) Opportunity for educators to have planning time that 
will support meaningful learning experiences in the courses at Coppell High School 9) 
Systematic implementation of Instructional Coaches to support educators and their 
learning design process. 

 
2. How much time will the "Skinny" period consist of each day? 

"Skinny" periods will be 55 minutes long 
 
3. How many Block periods will meet each day of the week? 

Each day of the academic year, there will be (3) Block 
Periods as part of the daily schedule 
Ex. "A" Day - 2nd, 3rd and 4th Pd are the Block periods 
Ex. "B" Day - 5th, 6th, and 7th Pd are the Block periods 

 
4. How much time will the Block period consist of each day? 

Block periods will be 85 minutes long 
Ex. "A" Day - 2nd and 4th Block periods 
Ex. "B" Day - 5th and 7th Block periods 

 
5. How will this impact Dual Credit? 

We are working with Northlake and DCCCD to develop class schedules that will align to 
our new Modified Block Bell Schedule and still offer Dual Credit course offerings for 
Coppell High School learners. Learners would continue to be able to enroll in Morning or 
afternoon Dual credit courses. These courses would encompass a period of time that 
would include a Skinny period and (1) block period. 

 
6. What are travel plans for students? 

In the 2017-2018 school year, CHS learners will have all courses at Coppell High 
School. There will not be any travel, aside from off-campus course offerings (i.e. Dual 
Credit, Internships, or Practicum courses) for upper-classmen. Beginning in the 2018-
2019 school year, as our Coppell 9th Grade Center opens some educators and learners 
will travel between campuses for specific needs and courses. 

 
7. How does this impact UIL programs? 

All UIL activities will continue to be conducted in the same manner as our current 
schedule, regarding guidelines. Learners participating in UIL activities will continue to 
have a class period in the daily schedule and conduct practices/trainings/rehearsals 
before or after school. 



8. What classes will be offered in 1st and 8th period, typically? 
All content area courses could potentially be offered in both the "Skinny" period and 
Block period format. In addition, extracurricular will primarily be housed in the "Skinny" 
periods. 

 
 
9. How will this impact the volume of homework? Will there be time in class to do some 
homework? 

In conjunction with the Coppell ISO Learning Framework, Coppell High School is 
currently developing measures that will create alignment in regards to the Grading 
Beliefs and in particular, homework/practice as identified in this document. Along 
with the decrease in the number of courses that will be meeting each day, 
homework/practice will be reduced each night by aligning to these Grading Beliefs in  
the Learning Framework. 

 
10. Will there be time in class to do some homework? 

Yes, as part of the Lesson Cycle educators will be expected to provide in-class time 
to support learners as they practice or demonstrate their level of understanding. In 
turn, homework/practice, outside of the class period, will be used to complete the 
practice items that were initiated in class. 

 
11. What does the "extra period" mean for my child? 

The 8 period framework of the Modified Block Bell Schedule allows for learners to 
accumulate more credits over the course of their high school experience. This allows 
for opportunities to explore additional interests, along with their required course 
requirements for graduation. In addition, there will be opportunities for "in-school" 
tutorial time as part of the scheduling model. 

 
12. What are plans for tutorials in the new Modified Block Bell Schedule? 

Tutorials will be available before and after school. In addition, depending on the 
number of courses a learner is enrolled in there will be the possibility for tutorial time 
during the school day. Further, during passing periods learners will have the 
opportunity to follow-up with an educator about assistance or concerns, as needed. 

 
13. How many classes will Freshmen have on their schedule in the new Modified Block 
bell schedule? 

Freshmen will be enrolled in 8 courses. 


